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Zlata Simonenko is another key practitio-

ner in the fi rm.

VB PARTNERS is a boutique fi rm that 

specializes deeply in white-collar crime. 

The team is known for its vast experience of 

representing shareholders and senior man-

agement of banks, which were withdrawn 

from the market, in the course of criminal 

proceedings, including those on the facts 

of asset misappropriation, abuse of offi  ce 

and money laundering, and other fi nancial 

crimes. The fi rm has a well-established dis-

pute resolution practice that is strengthened 

by its criminal defense team. Furthermore, 

the team represents the interests of victims 

of corporate fraud and unscrupulous coun-

terparties. In 2018 the team added state of-

fi cials and political fi gures to its client pro-

fi le. The team increased its involvement in 

international criminal law cases, searches, 

removal from Interpol search, extradition 

and representation at the Commission for 

the Control of Files. This past year the team 

acted in a number of criminal cases against 

the offi  cials of a fi rm’s clients suspected of 

tax evasion and forgery. The team’s work 

highlights include representing the inter-

ests of top managers and shareholders of 

Delta Bank in criminal cases, which are 

investigated by the anti-corruption au-

thorities of Ukraine in respect of the mis-

appropriation of funds in the amount of 

USD 1.5 billion in collusion with offi  cials 

of the National Bank of Ukraine. Partners 

 Denys Bugay and Oleksandr Lukianenko 

are in charge of the practice.

Asters has strengthened its positions 

in white-collar crime practice after its 

merger with EPAP Ukraine from Octo-

ber 2018. The sizeable practice has one 

of the largest specialized criminal law 

teams in Ukraine, which also includes an-

ti-corruption compliance group. The fi rm 

has the advantage of cooperation within 

the Lex Mundi network and regularly 

handles cases with cross-jurisdictional 

elements. The practice team possesses 

focused experience of representing high-

profi le individuals and major companies 

in domestic and international criminal 

investigations and internal inquiries. This 

past year the team represented clients in 

the National Anti-Corruption Bureau of 

Ukraine (NABU). The recent track record 

in connection with state prosecutions and 

criminal enforcement matters included 

cases on alleged embezzlement of funds, 

forgery, money laundering, abuse of pow-

er, large scale tax evasion. The team also 

acts in cases involving shareholder dis-

putes and corporate raiding. Public clients 

take in Allmed Group, a Former Deputy 

CEO of a major sate-owned company and 

a former deputy minister of Ukraine. Part-

ner Sergiy Grebenyuk, a renowned crimi-

nal attorney on the Ukrainian market, is 

noted for being extremely active in sophis-

ticated cases.
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1. AVER LEX

2. EQUITY

3. Solodko & Partners

4. VB PARTNERS

5. Asters

LEADING FIRMS

1.  Vitaliy Serdyuk 
(AVER LEX)

2.  Olexandr Lysak 
(EQUITY) 

3.  Evgeniy Solodko 
(Solodko & Partners)

4.  Olha Prosyanyuk 
(AVER LEX)

5.  Denys Bugay 
(VB Partners)

LEADING 
INDIVIDUALS

Yaroslav Zeikan (EQUITY)
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The well-diversifi ed criminal practice 

at Ario Law Firm includes defense in cases 

related to tax evasion and bankruptcy pro-

ceedings, as well as extradition matters, 

abuse of power, fraud, embezzlement of 

public funds. The team is known for accom-

panying a number of resonant, politically-

motivated prosecutions. The fi rm represen-

tated Kazakhstan journalist and opposition 

activist Zhanara Akhmetova. The team 

also defends investors, victims of fraudu-

lent actions by a residential construction 

company. The fi rm handles the defense of 

clients in accusation of improper advan-

tage. The practice is managed by partner 

Yevhen Hrushovets, endorsed for his busy 

practice over this past year. 

Arzinger’s white-collar crime team is a 

point of choice for Ukrainian branches of 

fi rm’s international clients and a bench of 

companies with foreign investments from 

different economic sectors, as well as top-

management and private clients. The fi rm 

continues to demonstrate diverse practice, 

and includes cases related to extortion and 

misappropriation of property, fraud, theft, 

embezzlement, tax evasion. In particu-

lar, the team is involved in cases prevent-

ing illegal takeovers of its clients. Partner 

 Kateryna Gupalo heads the WCC practice, 

and also deals with cross-border cases, rep-

resents her clients before international in-

vestigative authorities, including Interpol. 

The core focus of multi-offi  ce 

 Barristers attorneys at law is criminal 

defense with an explicit focus on political 

leaders, state offi  cials, judges and busi-

nessmen. Among the resonant representa-

tion are cases involving Boryslav Rozen-

blat, Genadiy  Korban, Nadiya Savchenko, 

 Vyacheslav Kobalev. The fi rm has a raft of 

corporate clients facing criminal investiga-

tions. The fi rm represents Yandex Ukraine 

in court on accusations of conspiracy with 

feelers and exposed threat to territorial in-

tegrity and immunity of Ukraine through 

tapping into telecom networks. The size-

able team includes practical criminal de-

fense attorneys Kostiantyn Hloba,  Oleksiy 

Shevchuk, Andrii Levkovets, Denys 

Ponomarenko, Illia Novikov, Oleksandr 

Shadrin, Iryna Kuzina.

Ukrainian law fi rm ESQUIRES renders 

business protection from criminal legal 

risks in economic activity and comprehen-

sive protection from criminal prosecution. 

The fi rm often represents its corporate 

clients as victims of economic crime and 

initiates subsequent criminal proceedings. 

The recent experience also encompasses 

protecting the interests of a large logistics 

center in Ukraine for a group of goods re-

quiring a special temperature storage re-

gime during a raiding attack and seizure of 

equipment; initiation and support of a pre-

trial investigation of criminal proceedings 

aimed at protecting a client from unlawful 

disposal of immovable property belonging 

to him in Kyiv. Opanas Karlin is the part-

ner responsible.

During the last 12 months GOLAW 

protected dozens of clients at all stages of 

criminal proceedings; provided legal sup-

port to the negotiation process on the re-

turn of retained assets and documentation; 

represented the interests of companies be-

fore law-enforcement agencies; organises 

the process of determining sums of fi nan-

cial damages caused by criminal punishable 

actions. The recent caseload of the practice 

team includes sophisticated international 

fraud cases, asset embezzlement, improper 

advantage, protection against raiding with 

parallel criminal proceedings. The team is 

supported by the fi rm’s huge expertise in 

compliance and corporate investigations. 

The head of criminal law and WCC defense 

practice Igor Glushko was promoted to 

partner in October 2018. Partner  Angelika 

Moisieieva is recognized as a highly-fo-

cused practitioner. 

Ilyashev & Partners, one the market’s 

leading Ukrainian fi rms in dispute reso-

lution, has a comprehensive offering for 

clients seeking representation in criminal 

proceedings. The fi rm possesses experi-

ence of conducting independent fi nancial 

investigations, in particular, crimes com-

mitted by unscrupulous client manage-

ment bodies. Recent signifi cant projects 

of note include supporting international 

the criminal prosecution and extradition of 

former top managers of BTA Bank (Kazakh-

stan), as well as supporting criminal cases 

in Ukraine against former senior manag-

ers of BTA Bank. The fi rm also protects 

the interests of offi  cials of National Credit 

Bank in criminal proceedings; represents 

ROSHEN in criminal proceedings opened 
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VALERIY BITSYUK

PARTNER, HEAD OF LITIGATION AND ALTERNATIVE DISPUTE RESOLUTION PRACTICE, 

ATTORNEY-AT-LAW, LAW OFFICES OF OMP

www.omp.ua

Tel.: +380 44 391 3001 

E-mail: 
v.bytsiuk@omp.ua 

PRACTICE 
AREAS: 
Civil, Economic, Criminal, 

Tax and Land law, Litigation,  

White-Collar Crime

LANGUAGES: 
Ukrainian, Russian, English

EDUCATION: 
Master’s Degree from Kyiv University of Law (2002).

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE: 
Valery Bitsyuk heads pre-trial and legal settlement of disputes as well as the practice of criminal law and has 

12 years of barrister experience.

Mr. Bitsyuk provided legal assistance to a great number of international companies, including Roche, Glen-

mark, Rukki, etc.

It should also be noted that Mr. Bitstyuk provided legal services for the projects of many Ukrainian compa-

nies like LLC Biocon, Kyivavtodor, Moneyveo, and others.

He accompanied resonant cases on white-collar crimes. OMP was named among the ТОР 5 litigation prac-

tices (2015).
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